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Black America:
Can You See the Blood on Your Hands?

Keeping it Real
By Larry Pinkney
BC Editorial Board

"You're not to be so blind with patriotism that you can't face 
reality. Wrong is wrong, no matter who does it or says it."

-Malcolm X [el-Hajj Malik el-Shabazz]

"There comes a time when silence is betrayal."

-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

There was a time, not so long ago, when Black America collectively, 
was at the forefront of the struggle by everyday Black, White, Brown, 
Red, and Yellow people for social justice, peace, and economic equality 
in this nation and throughout our precious Mother Earth. What 
happened?

Why is there such a deafening silence from so many in Black America 
who seem to have somehow become deaf, dumb, and blind to the 
cries of pain from the increasingly poor and disenfranchised right here 
in this nation? What of the horrible screams of the babies, women and 
men (young and old alike) who have been (and are being) mercilessly 
pounded by U.S. bombs and deadly predator-drone missiles in Libya, 
north Africa, Afghanistan, and Pakistan, etc? What has happened to 
the collective consciousness and conscience of Black America?

Have we forgotten the timely words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. when 



he said, "There comes a time when silence is betrayal?" Have we 
become so blind with patriotism and color pride that we have forgotten 
about principled integrity and the love of humanity as a whole? If we 
betray humanity, then we are in reality, betraying ourselves.

Black America! Where is our 21st century Harriet Tubman, our Rosa 
Parks, Lucy Parsons, Frederick Douglass, WEB Du Bois, James Baldwin, 
Richard Wright, Paul Robeson, Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Huey P. Newton, and countless others? We need them now as never 
before!

Why has it apparently become okay today for the U.S. military to 
recruit our young people in schools and at political and social 
gatherings to become cannon fodder for the U.S. Empire's war 
machine? Why are so many of us failing to connect the dots between 
our own social and political oppression and economic austerity, and 
that of our Brown, Red, Yellow, and White sisters and brothers in this 
nation and throughout the world?

Systemic oppressors and gate keepers come in all colors and both 
genders, and if we fail to pay heed to this reality, we do so at our own 
peril. It is time to collectively regain our political principles and act 
accordingly. If we do not do so - then there is blood on our hands, and 
bloody hands are bloody hands - no matter what their pigmentation.

Black America! Let us not be cast in the ignoble historical position of 
Pontius Pilate of old. Let not the blood of everyday people here and 
abroad be on our hands. Let us redeem ourselves for ourselves and for 
humanity as a whole. Let us be principled and true once again!

Awaken! Each one, reach one. Each one, teach one. Onward, then, my 
sisters and brothers. Onward!...
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